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GRADING SCALE 

The grading scale for all courses offered at Westside High School aligns with the South Carolina 

Uniform Grading Scale that is used at all public high schools and is recognized by most colleges 

and universities in the state. 

SC Uniform Grading Scale 

100-90 A 

89-80 B 

79-70 C 

69-60 D 

≤60 F 
 
 
 

COURSE WEIGHTINGS 

The following course weightings will be applied to all courses offered at Westside High School.  

It is our goal to grade students primarily on mastery of the content (academic achievement) 

rather than the behavioral and punitive aspects of some grading systems.  Within this context, 

major assessments are assessments of learning and minor assessments are assessments for 

learning.  One (minor) works to build the knowledge and skills necessary to perform on the 

other (major).  The weighting of minor assessments does not minimize the importance of such 

assignments; rather, it draws more attention to the importance of completing the work at a 

level of mastery that will prepare students for the major assessments. 

 
Non-EOC Courses: Grades for these courses will be reflective of a student’s level of mastery of 

the content.   

● 75% - Major Assessments (tests, projects, summative quizzes, etc.) in this course will be 

weighted at 75%.   

● 15% - Minor Assignments (homework, classwork, worksheets, formative quizzes, etc.) 

will be weighted at 15%.  Completing these assignments is critical to a student’s success 

on a major assessment. 

● 10% - The mid-term exam and final exam will be weighted at 10% each semester.  

These exams identify a student’s level of mastery over course of the semester. 
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COURSE WEIGHTINGS (continued) 

EOC Courses (Algebra I, English I, Biology I, U.S. History and Constitution): Grades for these 
courses will be reflective of a student’s level of mastery of the content.   

● 80% - Major Assessments (tests, mid-term exam, projects, summative quizzes, etc.) in 

this course will be weighted at 80%.   

● 20% - Minor Assignments (homework, classwork, worksheets, formative quizzes, etc.) 

will be weighted at 20%.  Completing these assignments is critical to a student’s success 

on a major assessment. 

● NOTE:  The EOC will factor in as 20% of a student’s overall grade for the course. 

 

 

SCHOOLWIDE RETAKE POLICY (Major Assessments) 

Retakes for major assessments are available to any student who requests a retake.  The 

following guidelines inform the conditions of a retake:   

 It is the responsibility of the student to conference with a teacher regarding a retake 
and to complete the necessary work prescribed by the teacher that will prepare the 
student for a retake.   

 Students will be provided the opportunity for retakes after re-teaching or remediation 
has occurred.  Re-teaching can occur with a teacher’s face-to-face instruction, 
computer-based instruction, additional practice opportunities, or by another method 
deemed instructionally appropriate by the teacher.  

 If a student wishes to request a retake, it is in his/her best interest to arrange both the 
remediation and the retake soon after the initial assessment.  Retaining content 
knowledge will be difficult if a student waits beyond one instructional unit to attempt a 
retake.  Retakes are typically only successful if a student conferences with a teacher or 
makes the effort to review the material prior to the retake.  

 Students will need to arrange transportation if the scheduled retake occurs after school.   

 Retakes may be reassessed partially, entirely, or in a different format as determined by 
the teacher.   

 The final grade entered for any assessment will be the highest grade earned by the 
student on that assessment, regardless of the number of attempts.  

 If a student is present for a major assessment, he/she must make a reasonable attempt 
to complete the assessment so the assessment can be scored.  Refusal to take a major 
assessment will result in the assessment being scored as is and entered in PowerSchool.  
Refusal to take a test could result in the student being ineligible for a retake.  In this 
case, a retake request would have to be approved by an administrator. 
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The following assessments indicate a final measure of learning and may not be re-assessed:  

● Mid-term AND End-of-course exams 

● Final research papers, reports, or essays 

● Culminating projects or performances       

 
   

SCHOOLWIDE LATE WORK POLICY 

Assignments are expected to be turned in on time.  It is important to note that not completing 

an assignment on time hinders the student’s learning process.  Completing work when it is 

assigned keeps the student on pace for learning the content necessary to be successful on a 

major assessment, which is the largest portion of a student’s grade.  A student should 

understand that turning in late work near the end of the 9 weeks will not significantly impact 

his/her grade.  Failure to complete assignments could result in the student being assigned to 

Content Recovery.  Students who fail to complete work on time will receive a penalty of one 

letter grade lower relative to the grade earned on the assignment.  For example, a student who 

turns in an assignment late and scored a 93% based on the quality of the work would receive an 

83% for the assignment because a letter grade penalty was assessed.  This penalty applies to 

both the major and minor assessment categories.  Late assignments should be marked with the 

“L” indicator in the teacher’s PowerSchool gradebook.       

 

MISSING AND INCOMPLETE 

Assignments that students have not attempted or completed will result in the teacher 

recording an “M” (missing) in the gradebook for that assignment.  Zeros will not be used as 

“placeholders” in the gradebook since they inaccurately skew grades and generally do not 

motivate students to complete the missing work.  Missing assignments will not be factored in 

the overall grade until an attempt has been made.  Failure to complete assignments could 

result in the student being assigned to Content Recovery.  Students should make every attempt 

to complete assignments on time since the assignments help prepare the students for major 

assessments.  Failure to complete missing assignments by the end of the grading term will 

result in the student receiving a failing grade for each missing assignment.  If a student misses a 

major assessment, the teacher will record an “M” for the assessment and will also override the 

final grade to an “I” (incomplete) until the assessment has been completed.  A final grade for 

the course cannot be determined if the student is missing one or more major assessments. 
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EXEMPTING EXAMS 

As a reward for student attendance and academic achievement, Westside High School offers its 

students the option to exempt final exams (excluding state End-Of-Course exams - Algebra I, 

English I, Biology I, and U.S. History and Constitution) if students meet the following criteria: 

 The student has a semester grade in the course of 90% or above and has completed all 
major assessments; also, the student has no more than 5 absences.  For the purposes of 
the exemption policy, a school suspension will be considered as an absence from class. 

 The student has a semester grade in the course of 80% or above and has completed all 
major assessments; also, the student has no more than 3 absences.  For the purposes of 
the exemption policy, a school suspension will be considered as an absence from class.  

 

Please note the following stipulations regarding grading and attendance when considering the 

option to exempt final exams: 

 Students who qualify for an exemption are encouraged to take the exam and have it 
scored.  If the exam score will improve a student's grade average, it will be calculated as 
part of the semester average.  Otherwise, the exam grade will not be counted.  

 For eligible students who choose not to take the exam, the semester grade will be 
based on the calculation of grades earned prior to the exam. 

 Documented medical excuses (MED coding), school activities (FT coding), or principal 
approved absences (PA coding) are the only absences that will be allowed and not 
count against the exam exemption absence total. 

 Students who do not qualify for exam exemption are expected to be in class each block 
until all exams have been taken. 

 Any student who is on campus is expected to be in his/her assigned class. 

 Normal sign out procedures are required for any student who leaves campus early, 
regardless of exam exemption status. 

 Students are required to attend school each day leading up to the final exam.  Students 
who exempt the exam and choose not to attend can be marked PA (principal approved 
absence) for that block.  Again, students must be in their assigned class if they are on 
campus, regardless of exam exemption status.  

 


